Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 05079 272022Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

100935 280519Z/15 

R 271725Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1741 

CONFIDENTIAL BELGRADE 5079 

EXDIS 

FOR ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY BOEKER FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EINV, YO 

SUBJECT: YUGOSLAVIA'S ELIGIBILITY FOR OPIC PROGRAMS 
REF: (A) STATE 173707, (B) BELGRADE 4748 

1 . APPRECIATE BOTH DEPARTMENT'S REASONING AND PROMPT REPLY. 

2. 1 WISH TO UNDERLINE THAT DECISION RE YUGOSLAVIA SHOULD 
NOT BE TAKEN ON ECONOMIC GROUNDS ALONE - ALTHOUGH THE 
DENIAL OF HELP TO PRECISELY THOSE LDC'S WHO ARE JUST 
BEGINNING TO MAKE IT SEEMS TO ME TO RUN COUNTER TO OUR 
DEVELOPMENTAL AIMS AS WELL. 

3. IN THE WAKE OF DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER'S CLEAR 

SIGNAL TO THE YUGOSLAVS THAT NON-ALIGNED ARE GOING 

TO BE A MORE IMPORTANT CONCERN OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION, 

THE POLITICAL EFFECT OF CUTTING YUGOSLAVIA OFF FROM OPIC 
WILL BE, AT BEST. A CONTRARY SIGNAL. THUS, FROM MY 
ADMITTEDLY NARROW PERSPECTIVE, WE ARE ON THE VERGE 
OF UNDERCUTTING A CONCEPTUAL SHIFT THAT HOLDS PROMISE 
FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS BY TAKING A DECISION THAT THE 
GOY WILL VIEW AS A LESS THAN FRIENDLY ACT. 
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